The transcription initiation signal elicited by the binding of ferric citrate to the outer membrane 15 FecA protein is transmitted by the FecR protein across the cytoplasmic membrane to the FecI 16 extra cytoplasmic function (ECF) sigma factor. Recently, Passmore et al. (1) reported that the 17 FecR sequence contains both the twin arginine signal motif and the Sec avoidance motif typical of 18 proteins secreted by the Tat (twin arginine translocation) system (1). The same study showed that 19 FecR is indeed secreted by Tat and represents a new class of bitopic Tat-dependent membrane 20 proteins. In their recent paper, Passmore et al. (1) described the novel Tat (twin arginine translocation)-24 dependent translocation of a bitopic cytoplasmic membrane protein with functional domains 25 located in the periplasm and in the cytoplasm. The protein receives a transcriptional regulatory 26 signal in the periplasm and transmits it across the cytoplasmic membrane to the cytoplasm, where 27

